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If you left the County Commissioner’s meeting this week
under the impression the county was about to sell 53
acres on Long Pond Road, you are forgiven. Many of
those who attended the meeting to discuss the sale left the
meeting equally confused.

If you left the County Commissioner’s meeting this week under the impression
the county was about to sell 53 acres on Long Pond Road, you are forgiven.
Many of those who attended the meeting to discuss the sale left the meeting
equally confused.

According to County Administrator Troy Clarkson, the property in question
was put out to bid in November. When the two bids received were opened last
month, the high bidder was Mill Pond Realty Trust, a subsidiary of Kingstown
Corporation, offering $421,000 for the property.

Under the state laws governing the sale of county-owned property, once bids are
received and opened, the county must offer the property to, first, the state, then
the host community, in this case Plymouth. It’s not your traditional “right of first
refusal” but an offer to open negotiations for the state or interested municipality
to put together a competitive bid of its own.

In this case, the state expressed an interest, according to Clarkson. The state then
contacted the Wildlands Trust of Southeastern Massachusetts to act as its agent
in building a team to purchase the property, Karen Grey, of the Wildlands Trust,
explained.
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The offer she presented to the county was $461,000, with $250,000 to come
from the town’s CPA (Community Preservation Act) funds, $111,000 from the
state and the remaining $100,000 from private donations collected by the
Wildland’s Trust. Payment would be spread over two years.

The town’s piece of the offer comes with a certain amount of risk, however, as it
requires Town Meeting approval. But after hearing from members of the town’s
Community Preservation Committee, its Open Space Committee and several
residents of the area, the commissioners seemed poised to sell the property to the
town.

County Commissioner John Riordan spoke of “pastoral integrity,” noting that
once open space is gone, it cannot be reclaimed. His only stipulation before
supporting the town’s offer, Riordan said, was that the land be open to all –
hunters and sportsmen of all kinds, not just conservationists.

Commissioner Tim McMullen backed up Riordan, harkening back to the
commissioners’ support for preserving the County Farm land on Obery Street.
Though the farm was in Plymouth, McMullen noted, the commissioners reached
out to all 26 municipalities in the county, letting them know that preserving
open space was in all their best interests. The sale of this Long Pond acreage,
McMullen implied, would also offer benefits to the whole region.

But the commissioners did not make these comments in a vacuum; they were
responding to a series of impassioned pleas from those in attendance.

Grey told the commissioners that this particular 53 acres is surrounded by
several other parcels of land the Trust had recently acquired, totaling more than
300 acres. This parcel, she said, is near the top of the wish list.

The commissioners also heard from Bill Abbott, a Town Meeting representative
for the precinct in which the acreage is located. Abbott is also a member of the
Community Preservation Committee.

The 53 acres would be a tremendous addition to the town’s open space, Abbott
said, adding his hope that the commissioners could see that the public benefit
added to the value of the offer.
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Local resident Sam Chapin told the commissioners that one of the first things
conservation groups do when evaluating land purchases is look at how a
particular property affects surrounding land. This particular parcel, he said, is an
important piece of a puzzle the town had been working on for some time.

Long Pond Road resident and Town Meeting Rep. Ed Russell worried aloud that
Mill Pond Realty Trust might turn the land into a sand and gravel operation, as
it is a subsidiary of a local company, Kingstown Corporation, which has been in
the sand and gravel business for more than 30 years.

Jay Norris, representing Mill Pond Realty Trust, said the property is not, in his
opinion, suitable for sand and gravel operations. And if Mill Pond bought the
property it hoped to build a minimally invasive cluster development with two-
thirds of the property left undisturbed.

Open Space Committee member Charlotte Russell shared the community’s long-
held vision of a series of connected pieces of open space stretching from the
ocean to the State Forest. That 53 acres is the keystone to that vision, Russell
explained.

The commissioners seemed poised to add to the conservationist’s vision.
Commissioner John Riordan acknowledged it is incumbent on the
commissioners to accept the higher offer, noting in doing so they would also
gain the added benefit of preserving the land.

And yet, no motion was made, although Clarkson confirmed the sale is bound by
the provisions of Chapter 30B of the Massachusetts General Laws that requires
the county to sell the property to the highest bidder.

The ground began to shift, when Commissioner Tim McMullen openly
wondered at the reaction of the County Advisory Board, made up of
representatives of all 26 county communities, to the idea of selling this “prime
real estate” for a bargain price. McMullen argued that while the sale to the town
would be in the region’s best interest, “I know we are going to take some heat
from them.”

The commissioners may still be feeling the sting of the County Advisory
Committee’s rebukes for the price they received from the town for the 1820
Courthouse. Initially expected to bring the county over $1.3 million, the final
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price was nearly a half million dollars lower.

Most observers agreed that if the economy were in better shape the 53 acres on
Long Pond would have fetched a higher price. But the economy has not
dramatically improved since the county initially sought to sell the property.

County Administrator Troy Clarkson noted that the chairman of the Advisory
Board, Hanover Selectman Dan Palotta, had spoken with him that morning and
had stated that all the bids were less than the land is worth.

The commissioners suddenly proposed they “strategize privately” in a private,
closed-door, executive session.

After nearly an hour, according to Grey, they returned to the public session and
their audience and announced they’d decided to table the issue until such time, if
any, they can find a solution that would – according to Commission Chairman
Anthony O’Brien – “provide the best result for all parties involved.”

“We have been on the agenda twice for a vote on our bid that is $40,000 higher,”
Grey said. “And twice they’ve tabled the vote. We are very confused.”

After the meeting, when reached by phone, Palotta bluntly stated he believes the
property will not be sold to anyone, at least not now.

“The fact of the matter, the reality now,” Palotta said, “is that the county needs
sustainable, long-term revenue. All of the initiatives that the county has
undertaken in the past year have had that as their goal.”

The only pending projects that really fit those criteria though, Palotta elaborated,
were those that promised long-term gravel removal from county-owned
properties.

The county has received a high bid of $1.38 per cubic yard for sand and gravel
removed from what is called the Wood Lot – more than 100 acres of county
property near Camelot Drive – that would generate $345,000 in additional
revenues over two years.

“The key to our financial stability is gravel. It’s cash and carry,” Palotta said. “If
the commissioners are successful in putting into place the sand and gravel
operation at the Wood Lot,” Palotta said, “we won’t need to sell the Long Pond
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acres. If there is not an immediate need to close a budget gap, if we are
generating substantial revenues from the sand and gravel on our properties, then
we’ll be in better shape than most every city and town in the county.

“We shouldn’t be conducting a fire sale because somebody has a master plan.
This is the county’s property; it belongs to all 26 towns and the city of Brockton.
It is a valuable piece of land, and we should get full value for it.”

Ironically, the commissioners also discussed the gravel removal bid at the same
meeting, both publicly and in executive session, and decided to table that vote as
well.

Clarkson said he expects the sale to appear – once again – on the agenda for the
commissioners’ next meeting.

 


